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The Great Déné Race .
By the Rev . Father A . G . Morice , O, M . I .

Missionary in British Columbia , Canada .

( Continuation ) .

Chapter III .

The Southern Dénés ,

The Great Scission in the Déné Family .

 Although a few of their tribes eventually adopted a semi -sedentarymodeoflife,theDénésformanessentiallynomadicrace.Notonlydotheynowdelightinroamingovertheboundlesswastesandthroughtheunendingforestsofthenorth,andenjoythesensationofbeing,lordsofalltheysurvey,butitdidactuallycometopassthatareaswhich,desolateastheyare,shouldhavepossessedamuchlargerpopulationfinallyprovedtoosmallfortheirrestlessspiritandinsatiableambition.Theirrovingsitiesdidnotallowthemtostaylongintheirnortherndomains.OrindeeditmaybethattheverybarrennessoftheiroriginalhomeinAmerica,orrathertheinclemencyofitsclimate,promptedthemtoseekmorepleasanthuntinggrounds.

 This is a very interesting ethnological problem , and , as Ihaveelsewherewritten'),itislikelythatthemanisstillunbornwhowillsatisfactorilysolveit.HowisitthatalargeportionoftheDénéracedetacheditselffromtheparentstockandmigratedsouth?Whendidthisexodusoccur?Whatwastheroutefollowedbytheadventurousbands?Wecanonlyanswerbyaseriesofhypotheses,moreorlessplausibleastheyarebasedonmoreorlesssignificantfacts.i)

i ) “Notes on the Western Dénés” . Trans . Can . Inst . , vol . IV , p . 12 .
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