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Introduction .

 Some apology seems needed for the reprinting andtinuationofthistranslationofoldPortuguesememoirsonIndianmythology,ofwhichthefirst23chaptershavealreadyappearedintheBabylonianandOrientalRecordof1900and1901(Vols.VIIIandIX).Unfortunatelythatmeritoriousorientalistreviewcametoaprematureendinthelatteryear,andhasneverbeenresuscitated.Underthesecircumstances“Anthropos”seemsasuitableperiodicalinwhichtopublishacompletesionofthetreatises.Notonlyaretheytheproductionoflicmissionaries,but,aswillbeseen,theymayjustlyclaimtobetheoldestknownsystematicmemoirsbyEuropeansontheHindumythology,considerablyantedating,aswillbeshown,theDutchmissionaryandwriter,AbrahamRoger.Theyhave,fore,quiteaspecialinterestforus.

Now to give some account of the work .

 The Royal Academy of Sciences of Lisbon began in 1812thepublicationofaseriesofMemoirsentitled“Collec^odeNoticiasparaaHistoriaeGeografíadasNa^oesultramarinasquevivemnosDominiosPortuguezesoulhessáovisinhas”,(Lisboa,naTypografiadamesmaAcademia).Theveryfirstmemoirsoftheseriesaretwoanonymoustreatises,drawnupbyPortuguesemissionariessomewhereabouttheyear1600,upontheIndianmythologyandliterature.ButIhadbetterlettheEditorsoftheAcademyspeakforthemselves.Theysayintheirpreface:


