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Fig. 4. Schidel aus den Salomo-lnseln (Nat-hist. Mus.,! Wien).

gebrochene Stelle gehen mehrere flache Schnitte und Aussprengungen durch
das Schneideinstrument. Zwei Versuchsschnitte finden sich am Schideldach.
Die Operation ist sehr roh und ein Seitenstiick zu den ,ruchlosen” Opera-
tionen, die Mc Gee fiir Peru beschreibt, der Tod war aber sicher eine Folge
der Verletzung und nicht der Operation.

Sehr gut belegt ist die Trepanation fiir die Loyalty-Gruppe und auch
fiir Neu-Kaledonien.

Uber die Insel Uvea schreibt Rev. Samuel Evva:

A very surprising operation is performed on the Island of Uvea in the Loyalty
Group. A notion prevails thal headache, neuralgia, vertigo, and other cerebral affections
proceed from a crack in the head or pressure of the the skull on the brain. The remedy
is io lay open the scalp with a -+ or T incision, then scrape the cranium carefully and gently
with a piece of glass unlil a hole is made into the skull. down to the dura mater, about
the size of a crown piece. Sometimes this scraping operation will be even to the pia
mater, by an unskilful surgeon, or from the impaiience of the iriends, and death is the
consequence, In the best of hands about hali of those who undergo the operation die
from it. Yel this barbarous custom, from superstition and fashion, has been so prevalent
that very few of the male adulis are without this hole in the cranium. 1 am informed
that sometimes an attempt is made to cover the membranes of the cranium so exposed,
by placing a piece of cocoa-nut shell under the scalp. They select a very hard and
durable piece of shell from which they scrape the softer parts and grind smooth. Formerly
the trephine was a shark’s iooth. The part of the cranium generally selected is that where
the coronal and sagiftal suiures unite, or a little above i, upon the supposition that
there the fracture exists.®

Aus dieser Darstellung méchte ich gleich einige Tatsachen festhalten und
hervorheben. Wir sehen daraus, daB die Eingebornen auch bei jenen Opera-




