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of Place and Time incorrectly indicated. The Coast Swaheli have indeed departed from
it more and more, but among the inland tribes who speak Kiswaheli, mu- pa- and feit-,
still retain their full force as class prefixes, i. e. their combination with a substantive
altogether suppresses the meaning of its true prefix and gives rise to a new substantive
with locative colouring. In the Bantu languages therefore the locative is regarded sub-
stantivally and not adverbially, and as such can also be the subject, a conception so
foreign to the European that it must be specially brought home to him.

The vocabulary given and the excercises are well sorled and cleverly selecled, so
that right from the beginning the student is brought into contact with the normal speech
of the native. The accompanying Reading Excercises are exemplary. “The Introduction
into African Life”, which begins in the fourth lesson, is of very greaf value and quickly
makes the new-comer familiar with all the conditions of native life “from a practical
point of view”,

In this Introduction the authors have made a slip on p. 276, where mention is
made of Munngu. They express the opinion that this monotheistic idea penetrated into
Alrica from Islam (“possibly this indefinite monotheistic idea was brought into Alrica
by Islamism”), but it would be difficult for them to produce any evidence for this. The
word Muungy, Mulungu, &c., is according to Jounston, used by more than sixty tribes,
who live not only in East Africa but extend as far as Angola and southwards from
there fo the Herero. Among them there are several iribes which have been little in-
fluenced in culture, Also, according to StumnLvaxy, the influence of Islam in East Africa
cannot be regarded as earlier than the thirteenth century, and then it was chiefly of a
commercial nature and confined fo the coast. It is evident therefore that the idea of this
supreme being is at least pre-islamic. Recent researches indicate that the native Fast
Alrican conceptions of this supreme being are not at all “indefinite”; on the contrary tie
native is fully aware of what he terms Muungu, What was uncertain and indefinite till
now was merely the idea which European science, ignorant of the facts, had constructed
tor itself of the being termed Muungn, 8e.

On the whole the authors have produced in their new grammar a work which
will be of great benefit to European officials, traders, and missionaries. A.
REiceart, who has already worked for eight years among the Waswaheli and returned
to East Africa a few months ago, will have ample opportunity to test these small criti-
cisms and take them into consideration for the second edifion of {the book.

F. M. ScHuLeN, S. V. D, Rome,

Vaerting M. (Mathilde und Matthias), Dr. Die weibliche Eigenart im
Mdnnerstaat und die mdnnliche Eigenart im Frauenstaat. V14 168 SS.
G. Braun'sche Hofbuchdruckerei und Verlag. Karlsruhe 1921,

An diesem Buch ist die Vilkerkunde meines Wissens bisher achilos vorbeigegangen.
Das ist bedauerlich, nicht weil ein wertvolles Werk iibersehen worden wire, sondern weil
hier ethnographische Tatsachen zu einer Tendenzschrift zusammengestellt (oder besser
entstellt) sind, an der die Wissenschaft nicht ruhig vorbeigehen kann. Die bei Werken
von Auflenseitern iiblichen Angriffe auf die Fachwissenschaft sowie das Hervorheben
neuer, eigener Erkenntnisse, die nur den Verfassern infolge Literaturunkenntnis ney sind,
sprechen mehr fiir ein Totschweigen. Bedenklicher ist, daB das Werk auch im Ausland
in pidagogischen Kreisen zum Teil Beachtung gefunden hat. Das ist nicht verwunderlich,
da die Ergebnisse der Volkerkunde in der akfuellen Frage der weiblichen Eigenart in
ganz hervorragender Weise zur Klirung beitragen miissen. Das legt aber der véilkerkund-
lichen Wissenschaft die Pflicht auf, sich mit dem Werk auseinanderzusetzen. Die Kritik
ist nicht so ganz leicht, wenn man nicht in den Geruch ,minnerstaatlicher Einstellung*
kommen will. Zu erkennen, daB eine solche Gefahr an sich besteht, 15t wohl der einzige
Gewinn, den der Volkerkundler aus diesem Buche schipft. Dessen Aufgabe ist der Be-
weis, dafl die weibliche Eigenart, wie sie der: ,,Minnerstaat“ sieh, vollstindig mit der
Art der Minner in ,Frauenstaaten” iibereinstimme. Das bedeutet, dafi ein psychischer




