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On the diffusion of Central American culture
to Coastal British Columbia and Alaska.

The following paper is an attempt to explain the derivation of some
significant features of the culture of the northwest coast of North America.
It will confine itself to traits which in the opinion of the author are in all
probability instances of diffusion from the Central American culture by way
of the greater southwest. The study of traits of northwest coast culture which
 are of northeast Asiatic origin and of direct Oceanic origin is left for future
consideration. In the case of this paper it has seemed to me well to first
state the salient conclusions of the paper and then to go on to explain the
basis for these tentations. These are that:

1. The cultivation of tobacco (specifically, of nicotiana attenuata); the
practice of masticating tobacco with lime; the use of the labret (lip-plug)
by women; cremation; the astronomical calendar; the matrilineal sib; the
double-headed snake, in myth; the stone mortar and pestle; the use of five
as a ritual number; the mere type of club; the concept of disease as due to
the loss of a soul; pit purification; the taboo on the use of whalp anH
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Tobacco-Lime Chewing.


