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adopt the frog, but in the latter case their attempt to put up the frog carving
precipitated riot 171 .”

If we study the notes closer we find in them Indian explanations of the
reason why the frog has become the particular animal for a certain clan, for
instance Kiksa'di. Thus from Sitka Swanton has a tale about a woman who

was captured by the frog people:
“There was a large town in the Yukutat country not very far back of which lay a

big lake very full of frogs. In the middle of the lake was a swampy patch on which many
frogs used to sit.

One day the town-chiefs daughter talked badly to the frogs. She took one up and
made fun of it, saying, ‘There are so many of these creatures, I wonder if they do things
like human beings. I wonder if men and women cohabit among them’.

When she went out of doors that night, a young man came to her and said, ‘May
I marry you?’ She had rejected very many men, but she wanted to marry this one right
away. Pointing toward the lake he said, ‘My father’s house is right up here’, and the
girl replied, ‘How fine it looks!’ When they went up to it, it had been raised. They walked
 under. So many young people were there that she did not think of home again.”

Those at home missed the girl. Next year a hunter discovered her
sitting among the frogs in the middle of the pond. When the father heard
of this he let the pond be ditched by the help of his friends so that “the water
flowed out, carrying numbers of frogs which scattered in every direction”.
Thus the woman came back to her own people:

“When anyone spoke to this woman, she made a popping noise ‘Hu’, such as a
frog makes, but after some time she came to her senses. She explained, ‘It was the
Kikca' (i. e. Kiksa'di women) that floated down with me’, meaning that all the frog women
and men had drifted away. The woman could not eat at all, though they tried everything.
After a while they hung her over a pole, and the black mud she had eaten when she was
among the frogs came out of her, but, as soon as it was all out, she died. Because this
woman was taken away by the frog tribe at that place, the frogs there can understand
human beings very well when they talk to them. It was a Kiksa'di woman who was taken
off by the frogs, and so those people can almost understand them. They also have songs
from the frogs, frog personal names, and the frog emblem. All the people know about
them 172 .”

 In another record, like the former written in English at Sitka, there is
mentioned — a curious incidence at totemic conceptions — a sort of offer to

the frog at the cremation of a dead chief. “So they captured slaves and killed
them for the dead man, and, when they put food into the fire for him, they also
named the frog that it might receive some as well 173 .”

The following is told in a version from Sitka about the origin of the
frog crest among the Kiksa'di:

“A married couple went from Sitka into Gaya’bay, and camped at Ga’xguan. They
were there for perhaps a month. One morning they started out hunting. Then they
heard a song on Gaya’bay. They listened. They did not hear plainly. [The man’s] wife
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