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Notes on Religion and Ritual
among the Dafla Tribes of the Assam Himalayas

By C. R. Stonor
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1. Outline
2. The Spirit World of the Daflas

a) The Supreme Spirit
b) The Sun Spirit
c) The Hunting Spirit
d) The Spirits of the Crops
e) The Water Spirit
/) The Jungle Spirit
g) Tamlin
h) Gorreh
i) Pumpteh
j) The Eye-Spirit
k) The Spirit of the Banyan Tree

3. The System of Priests
4. Symbols and Paraphernalia of the Priests

a) The Fans
b) The Tiger or Panther Skin
c) The Wand
d) The Mop
e) The Gourd

5. The Priest’s Shrine
6. Dafla Ceremonies and Ritual

a) Ceremonies Linked with a Dead Enemy
b) Agricultural Rites
c) The Scape-Goat Ceremony

 d) Ceremonies Connected with Sickness
e) The Ceremonial for Killing a Mithan
/) The Sacrificial Emblems
g) The Mithan Sacrifice

7. Witchcraft or Black Magic
8. The Taking of Omens
9. The Taking of Oaths
10. Death Customs and Burial Rites
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