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The social life of earliest man is withdrawn from our observation. Archae

ological discoveries can give us no direct information of this kind so that the

whole question would seem to be a matter of speculation only. Some important
clues can, nonetheless, be brought to light by comparative studies.

A. Towards a Definition of “Earliest Man”

It is, to say the least, doubtful whether any of the archaeological discov
eries which have been made so far relate to earliest man in the exact sense of

the term. When speaking of “earliest man” we should therefore always add “as
yet known”. Even so we are not making use of an unequivocal term, since we

are dealing with a line of demarcation that is difficult to draw. If the theory of


