
674 S. S. Sarkar Anthropos 57. 1962

The second trip was made on March 12th 1948. Our party included
Mr. Joseph and Mr. Pooviah 2 , both Sub-divisional Officers of the forest

department, one Burman bush police and four Andamanese with their two
 canoes tied behind our motor boat. We followed the same route from Long

Island and, reaching Spike Island, we anchored at its northeastern corner. We
came ashore in the canoes. The beach was small and rocky. Part of it was

sheltered on one side by huge rocks behind which the Jarawa were known to
waylay those approaching from the sea. So we landed very cautiously. Just at
the outskirts of the jungle we saw huge bundles of short bamboo lengths tied to
one another and piled up in a heap. It was a Jarawa raft. Near the bamboo

pile were three crude paddles split from the spadix of the palm called Nip a
fruticans. We were all the more careful in our approach.

Soon we came upon a clearing in the jungle. There was no Jarawa, but all
 around we saw traces of a temporary halt of a large party. We counted nineteen
fireplaces. At a distance from the fireplaces we saw a small temporary hut
improvised out of the materials available on the spot. Two small shrubs were
tied together on two sides to form the roof of the hut. The Andamanese identi
fied it to have been made for the Jarawa chief and his wife. Household objects

lay scattered about.Three bamboo
cylinders, closed at one end by the
natural node, were found next to

three of the fireplaces. They are
used for carrying water. A dark
coloured modern glass bottle, pro
bably acquired during a raid, was
also found. One fireplace had a
small compartment enclosed by a
few wooden posts a few yards off.
The Andamanese identified it as

an enclosure for keeping a child at
a safe distance from the fire. This

was probably correct as there was

also a baby sling made of bark,
exactly similar to that used by the
Onge for carrying a baby on its
mother’s back (von Eickstedt,

1934, fig. 211). At one corner of a fireplace the shavings of an arrowshaft or
a bow were seen and nearby was a flat round pebble, one end of which was

broken like that of a scraper (fig. 3). This scraper showed marks of red ochre
on it. Beneath a tree a circular mat, sewn out of three pieces of long triangular
palm-like leaves was spread out, while on its branches was found a beautiful

specimen of an unstrung bow. It appeared to have been recently prepared and

2 These two officers captured two Jarawa males, one adult and one boy, on October

19th 1948 on Spike Island. They were brought to Port Blair, wherefrom they managed
to escape at night.


