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painted with red ochre. It was perhaps left there for drying.The Jarawa would
surely have returned just for this bow !

It was a straight piece of wood tapering at both ends. The outer surface
was convex and was painted red, while the inner one was straight and smooth,
and showed criss-cross designs and indentations. We then went to look for a
spring and found it at some distance behind a steep rock but there was no

water then. It appeared that the Jarawa had left this camp some time ago.
We then left Spike Island and sailed for Yeratia Jig. Here an old kitchen

midden was known to be another Jarawa haunt. No Jarawa was found even
there, however. The kitchen midden was a mound strewn all over with animal

bones. Fragments of typical Andamanese pottery and a blue stone bead were
discovered there.

In recent years the Jarawa raids have been rather more frequent.
Gupta (1955) has given a list of them in his report on these people. It is be
lieved that the primary cause of the restlessness of the Jarawa is the shortage
of game and other food material 3 . On the other hand the tribe appears to have

been sufficiently provoked by the punitive expeditions. All the Jarawa villages
that the punitive party came upon were burnt down. In the encounter of
March 1911 a woman was captured alive and nobody knows what happened
to her afterwards. The pregnant woman captured along with four children in
1938 off Bluff Island later on gave birth to a boy (Sarkar, 1952, PI. ix, fig. 3)
at Port Blair but it was difficult to tame her. After her delivery she attempted
to swim away and was rescued from the sea. She would spend hours climbing
a cocoanut tree. Her whereabouts were unknown during the Japanese occupa
tion of the Andaman Islands during the last war. The young children were

sent to the Mission at Car Nicobar, where the present writer studied them in
1948. One of them had died before.

On the other hand the Jarawa raids, according to the then executive
Government officers, are also very brutal. Before they go out for a raid the
Jarawa cover their chests with bark armour and paint their faces with patterns
of white clay. The bark armour is stitched securely on the body by other
persons and can only be removed by cutting off the stitches. These people
are in the habit of mutilating their victims. They take out their brains, their
eyes, and their bodies are hacked all over. - The type of arrow they use is

almost a spear, as may be seen from fig. 4. This arrow was obtained by the

present writer from the forest department officers of Long Island in 1951.
It was used injuring a bush police officer of the night picket unit at Lakera
Lunta in January of that year. The police, in return, shot one Jarawa dead.
The male nurse of the Long Island Hospital took the following body measure
ments of this dead man :

Height ... 5 feet 1 inch

Chest... 36 inches

3 They have of late been reported from about the region of Bomlungta, Rangat
Bay, etc. on the east coast of Middle Andaman. (The spelling “Ronga Bay” on the map
is incorrect.)


